
Statement of the Mariavite bishops to the IBC 
 

1. The Old Catholic Church of the Mariavites rests upon the Old Catholic principles of 
faith and the morals of the universal churches. These are contained in the canonical 
books of the Old and New Testaments and in the tradition of the early churches 
mentioned in the first seven Ecumenical Councils (Para. 2 of the Statute of the 
Mariavite Church, 1967). 
The Mariavite Church is willing to remove the Filioque from its Creed in accordance 
with the episcopal declaration of 1889. It will now prepare to implement this decision 
in everyday church life and will report regularly to the IBC on the progress made. 

2. The bishops are willing to remove the sentence on the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary that was added to the statute of the Mariavite Church in 1967, because it 
conflicts with earlier statements. The church added this sentence to the statute in 
response to the social situation it faced at the time. 

3. Because the ordination of women is a disciplinary matter, the Mariavite Church 
accepts that the individual churches may decide on it themselves, in accordance with 
the resolutions of the IBC. 

4. The statute specifies the possibility of a synod, as has been the case in the past (Item 
3 of the Statute of the Mariavite Church). Due to negative experiences, the General 
Chapter assumed the role of the synod. The bishops believe that the synodal 
structure of the church should be reintroduced. A commission has been established 
for this purpose and the church is glad to accept the offer of assistance from the IBC. 

5. The bishops of the Mariavite Church are in agreement that they will have a vote in 
the IBC and that the Presiding Bishop, or a delegate of the Presiding Bishop, shall 
represent the church at meetings. The remaining bishops can attend the meetings in 
an advisory capacity. 

6. The bishops of the Mariavite Church are willing to sign the Declaration of Utrecht 
(1889) and the Statute of the International Old Catholic Bishops' Conference (2000). 
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