
 
DECLARATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL OLD-CATHOLIC BISHOPSCONFERENCE  
ON THE PARTICIPATION AT THE CONSECRATION OF ANGLICAN BISHOPS. 
 
As a result of the Bonn Agreement (1931), bishops of the Old Catholic Union of 
Utrecht have participated in the consecration of Anglican bishops. In recent years, 
several Anglican churches have established full communion with other churches or 
ecclesial communities (e.g. the 1992 Porvoo Common Statement). In the light of this 
development, the Old Catholic International Bishops’ Conference (IBC) declares the 
following: 

1. To the extent that the Bonn Agreement governs the relations between 
individual Old Catholic and Anglican churches, participation by Old Catholic 
bishops in Anglican consecrations will continue, including those consecrations 
in which non-Anglican bishops take part in the laying on of hands. 

2. The participation of Old Catholic bishops in such consecrations does not imply 
that either the Union of Utrecht as a whole or individual Old Catholic churches 
are in full communion with the churches represented by those non-Anglican 
bishops who also will take part in the laying on of hands. 

3. The IBC expresses the hope that the churches of the Anglican Communion will 
consult with the Old Catholic Communion as part of the process of 
concluding and implementing agreements on full communion between 
Anglican churches and other churches and ecclesial communities. 

 
Prague, November 2003. 


